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Introductory  Statement

This policy was formulated by the staff of Flowerfield

Rationale:-

Homework occupies an important place in the educational process and is a means of complementing the work done in school.

Aims:-

· To reinforce what the child does during the day.

· To develop a child's concentration skills and develop a work ethic.

· Homework should be achievable by a child.  In senior classes, it can also challenge children's abilities and provide opportunities for creativity.

· To test the child's understanding of the work covered or competence in skills.

· Working independently and developing self-discipline.

· Opportunity for weaker children to catch up.

· Enables class work to concentrate on activities, which require teacher presence.

· To provide an important link between parents and school and allow parents to see the type of work undertaken in school.

Relationship to Ethos of School

The ethos of the school is to provide a broad-based education for all pupils and homework would play an important role in this.

Contents and Methodologies

· Homework might consist of revision of practice in, and expansion of work already undertaken in class.

· It provides an opportunity for pupils to work on a variety of subjects in an oral or written format.

· It should contain a balance between reading tasks, learning tasks and written tasks.

· New or unfamiliar material should not be given as homework.

· Homework time devoted to reading and learning is as important as written work because children often feel that reading and “learning by heart” are not real pieces of homework.

· Homework should be structured, to give variety and a certain amount of enjoyment/satisfaction to the children.

Roles and Responsibilities:-

Teachers:

· Teachers should comply with the homework policy of the school.

· Teachers should properly explain the homework requirements to the pupils

· Homework should be checked and corrected on a regular basis.

· Oral work should also be checked on a regular basis.

· Some items of homework could be checked by the children themselves under the direction of the teacher.

· Comments on homework can be written in the children's homework diary or on the relevant piece of work.

Pupils

· Pupils are expected to do allocated homework comprehensively and all written work should be neatly presented.

· Oral work is of great importance and pupils must realise the need to learn tables and spellings, memorise poems and prayers, learn the content of chapters in history and religious stories, etc..

Parents:

· Parents should provide children with a suitable place and time to do their homework without the distractions of T.V. etc...
· Parents should only help when the child has difficulty and in doing so should make the teacher aware of this.

· Parents should always monitor and check children's work and sign their homework.

· If work is not neat or is incorrect, parents should encourage their children to reattempt the work.

· Difficult home circumstances may be an underlying factor why homework is not properly done on a regular basis and this should be brought to the teacher's attention

· If homework is uncompleted an explanatory note must be given to the class teacher.

Success Criteria

· All oral tasks must be completed and all homework of an oral nature must be learned e.g. tables, spellings, history, geography etc...
· All written work must be neatly presented.

· Homework should be accepted by the pupils as an integral part of school work.

· This school does award pupils for homework well done.

Duration of Homework

The following are guidelines for time spent on homework.  Different children will complete the same homework in different lengths of time.  Time spent will vary from day to day and also from the beginning to the end of the school year.  It is important to remember it is the quality and not the quantity of homework that matters.  The following are general guidelines:-

· Infant classes – up to 20 minutes

· 1st and 2nd class – up to 30 minutes

· 3rd and 4th class – up to 45 minutes

· 5th and 6th class – up to 60 minutes

What happens when homework is not done?

When homework is not done regularly the teacher will make contact with the parent/guardian initially via the pupil's homework journal to try to resolve the situation.  If the situation continues, then the matter is brought to the attention of the Principal who will contact the parent/guardian and arrange a meeting to discuss how the matter can be resolved.

Homework

· Homework is given in all subjects, especially reading, writing and maths.

· Spellings and tables are an important part of homework

· Homework is very important as it shows how well a subject is grasped and understood by the child.

· Homework is always based on work taught during the day.

· The child is always encouraged to do the homework without help.  However, it is important that the exercise is checked by a parent.

· Homework is given each night except Friday.  However, there may be exceptions if a pupil has missed a topic covered during the week.

